
Aldersgate In Action
In Depth: The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, 
PA., to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893
www.aldersgateabilene.org

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 
have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, 
you will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no 
pressure. Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with 
God and others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace! 

In Depth: “When Thunder Writes a Letter” is the name of the current 5-week sermon series, which has 
been designed to invite us to explore the major themes of 1 John and how they apply in the life of a disciple 
of Jesus in this day and age.  Today’s sermon, “Love,” is the fourth in the series.  You will find the order of 
worship for today’s service on Page 4. 



In the Works
Regularly Scheduled Services and Opportunities to Grow and Serve:

Sunday:  
    9:00 a.m.   Traditional Worship 
  10:05 a.m.   Sunday School
  11:00 a.m.   Contemporary Worship 
  12:30 p.m.  Tear-Down Fellowship
                        Hall for Rummage Sale  
                        Set-Up
    5:00 p.m.   Kids for Christ
    5:00 p.m.   Youth
    5:30 p.m.   Growth Group
    7:30 p.m.   College Ministry
    8:00 p.m.   College Growth Group

In Depth: Sunday 
School classes are 
offered at 10:05 
a.m. for all ages. 
To learn more 
about Adult Sunday 
School classes, call 
Amy Wilson Feltz at 
672-7893 or send 
her an e-mail to 
amywilsonfeltz@
aldersgateabilene.
org.

In Depth:  Each week, these two pages will contain updates, news and other information about Aldersgate’s music 
ministry, the children’s, youth and college ministries, and opportunities to serve in the Mission Field. (The Mission Field has 
been identified as four areas of focus in which to share the love of God outside of the church locally: McMurry University 
(and other Abilene colleges and universities), Bowie Elementary, Our Neighborhoods and Aldersgate Academy). 

All are welcome! Please contact the Office (672-7893), if you’d like to know
    more about becoming involved in the activities on the schedule below. 

Check out our website, www.aldersgateabilene.org, 
on the “connect” page for an up-to-date calendar of 

events! 

Monday:
     7:00 p.m.   Boy Scouts
Tuesday: 
     6:00 p.m.   Jubilee Ringers
Wednesday:
     2:00 p.m.  Growth Group
     6:30 p.m.  Growth Group
     7:00 p.m.  Chancel Choir

   Children’s Ministry: Kids and the Bible
    These are two things about which I am very 
passionate! More specifically, I am passionate about 
bringing kids and the Bible together. This year, we 
are focusing even more on Bible skills: how to look 
up things in the Bible, how to read the Bible, and 
how to decode some of those big words that we aren’t 
sure what they mean. This past week during Kids for 
Christ, I tried something new with our older kids, the 
3rd-5th graders. We tried Lectio Divina, which is a 
time of intentional reading of a passage of scripture 
interspersed with periods of silence. That’s when we 

listen for God to speak to us and give us a word or phrase from that passage of scripture that we can focus 
on today. Now, attempting this with 3rd-5th graders is always a risk, but they handled it remarkably well! 
I was very pleased with the seriousness with which they undertook the task, and many shared the word 
or phrase on which they felt God was wanting them to focus. Several also said, “I didn’t hear anything,” 
which also is completely fine. As we all know, quieting our hearts and minds to hear from God takes 
perseverance and practice. I am thrilled just to be able to introduce the kids to this ancient practice. 
— Alayna Brooks



Connections: “So, Exactly What Do You Do?”

Bowie: Meet Amanda Young, School Counselor
   Amanda Young and her husband, David, moved to 
Abilene this summer so that they could serve in the local 
school system, she as the counselor at Bowie Elementary 
School and he as the superintendent of Abilene ISD. 
Amanda has served in education for 11 years and is so 
excited to be working with the students and teachers 
at Bowie. She says as she settles into her new role, she 
is praying for divine insight as to why God has placed 
her in what she considers to be her mission field. “And 
I just want to add a huge thank you,” she said, “to you at 
Aldersgate and to Greg Rake (Bowie’s former counselor) 
because it is so great to walk into a school that already has 
as strong partnership like this one. It is a perfect situation 
that I look forward to growing and developing with you. 
It is such a blessing as a school counselor!” The Youngs 
are no strangers to Abilene or to Aldersgate. Amanda 
graduated from Cooper in 1992, and she and David were 
married at Aldersgate (where his parents, Bob and Nell 
served on staff) 21 years ago. They have three children: 
Austin, a freshman at Hardin-Simmons University; 
Madison, a junior at Cooper; and Jackson, an 8th Grader 
at Madison.

    It’s hard to believe, but I have been serving as the Director of Connections here at Aldersgate for over a 
year now. In the last year, I’ve been asked a version of this question at least 100 times: “So, what exactly do 
you do?” I usually respond with some joke about how I’m like match.com and help people find true love 
at church. But in all seriousness, I thought it might be helpful to let you know what exactly it means to be 

a Director of Connections. My responsibilities include overseeing 
the First Impressions Team (the wonderful folks with red lanyards 
who greet you with a smile every week), the Art Gallery, our Growth 
Group ministry, the electronic sign and hallway monitors, the Van 
Ministry (which includes picking up our friends who can’t get 
to church on their own), and opportunities for guests to connect 
through events like Aldersgate 101. It might not be as cool as helping 
you find true love, but I enjoy the opportunity to serve alongside all 
of our awesome volunteers and to learn about hospitality from all 
of you. If you’re interested in plugging in or helping out with any of 
these areas please come and talk with me! I would love to talk more 
with you about the connections ministry! — Jessica Watson



When THUNDER Writes a Letter: Love
I John 4:16-21
Sermon Notes

      Our Mission: Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus

Lost in Translation

Love . . .

 Is NOT:

 IS:

 IS:

Second Verse, Same as the First 

Sanctification and Christian Perfection

Knowing, Believing, Abiding

Be More Together Than We Thought



When Thunder Writes a Letter: Love
Growth Group Questions 

Week 2: September 20-26, 2015
1.  How do you explain love to a child? What are some of the common ways you express 
love to the people in your life?

2.  Do you repeat a particular word or phrase or core message to yourself and/or your 
friends and family to serve as a reminder of a particular truth? From where did this 
message originate? What effect does repeating it have on you?

3.   In the sermon, When Thunder Writes A Letter: Love, Pastor Amy gave two 
definitions of love (and one description of what love is not). Did any of these resonate 
with you? How do you define love?

4.    Did anything in this week’s sermon give you hope? What about the sermon 
challenged you? Would you like to challenge anything in the sermon? 

 

 

        (continued on reverse side)



Growth Group Questions Continued

5.    Had you heard the phrase Christian perfection before? What was your 
understanding of it? Has your understanding of Christian perfection changed in the 
context of 1 John’s message of love?                              

6.  How do you know (what makes you believe) someone loves you?

7.   Read John 15:1-17. What are some practical ways you seek to abide/remain in the 
love of Jesus?

8.    Read John 21:15-25.  How would you answer Jesus’ question: Do you love me? 
What are some practical ways you seek to take care of the sheep of Jesus?

9.    How could your Growth Group assist you in fulfilling your commitment to love and in 
accepting God’s commitment to help you grow in your capacity to love?



Rummage Sale: Preparing for the Bake Sale

College Ministry: “I’m Home”

    It’s Rummage Sale time again! Please sign up 
in your Sunday School class to bring baked goods 
for our Bake Sale table and plan to bring them 
September 30 before 5:00 p.m. We also need 
shelled pecan halves for pecan pies.
    This Sunday, after church, we will be breaking 
down the Fellowship Hall so we can begin setting 
up tables, clothing racks, and signs. Donations 
will be accepted as well! Saturday, September 26, 
we will unload the storage buildings beginning at 
10:00 a.m. All help is welcome and appreciated! 
September 27-30, we will be sorting and pricing 
goods. 

    September 30, 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m., is Preview Night ($5.00 entry fee). The sale runs October 1 & 2 
from 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., and October 3 is the “$1 per Sack Day” from 8:00 a.m. to noon. Plan to eat your 
delicious lunch here as well at the Snack Bar from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. We’ll have chili dogs, nachos, 
beans and cornbread, and you can top off with a large slice of pecan pie. Whole pecan pies will be available 
for purchase for just $12. These are great for the upcoming holidays, and they freeze well!

     “I’m home.” A returning college student offered these two words to his parents as they helped him move 
back to Abilene a few weeks ago. He shared this story with other participants in one of the two new college 
Growth Groups. In sharing this story with the group, he communicated his deep sense of belonging to 
his community in Abilene, which includes both his university and our Aldersgate family. When I heard 
him confess Aldersgate as an integral part of what makes Abilene home for him, I couldn’t help but feel 
overwhelmed with joy and gratitude. I deeply desire for college students in Abilene to find a loving and 
nurturing community, a place where they can feel like they fully belong. This student has found that 
community in large part because of the faithfulness of Aldersgate towards college students. I am thankful for 
each of you for the ways in which you 
choose to include students within 
our community, from opening your 
homes and providing meals to learning 
students’ names and offering them a 
warm smile. Just as there is more than 
enough room within the Kingdom of 
God, I believe there is more than enough 
room here at Aldersgate to include 
college students, and I hope that more 
and more students will experience our 
community as home. — Kyle Watson



In Depth: At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our 
prayers, presence (attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in 
the community) and witness (sharing our faith). You will find information 
about service and witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. 
This page is dedicated to matters of prayer, presence, and gifts.

Prayers

Gifts

Clay Meadows
Doris Ogden
Dori Oiler
Lou Swindell
Ken Schmidt
Alice Shaw

Delmon Wilson
Carolyn Strain
Military and Families
Mary Gregory
Mary Buckner
Millie Speed

Presence                       9.13.2015

Budget for 2015 = $808,647.00
Received This Week = $8,991.00
Received This Month-to-Date = $29,842.10
Received Year-to-Date = $558,912.43
2015 Faith Promise Pledge = $41,819.00
2015 Faith Promise Contributions = $33,106.44
Total Playground Pledges & Donations = $75,595.00

Staying Connected:

Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893

Office Hours:

     Mon. - Thurs. 8-12, 1-5

     Fri. 8-12

Web Site: 

     www.aldersgateabilene.org

Facebook: Aldersgate UMC

Text Message Reminders:

     gracepeace to 313131

E-mail Reminders:

     news@aldersgateabilene.org

The e-mail prayer list is coordinated by Barbara Owens. Please send prayer requests and 
requests to join the e-mail list to prayer@aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth: Aldersgate offers two forms of electronic giving: Online Bill 
Pay and ACH Direct Draft.  EFT Authorization Forms are available in 
the office and on our website at www.aldersgateabilene.org.  If you have 
additional questions regarding Stewardship, contact K.B. Woods (672-
7893, kbwoods@aldersgateabilene.org).  

Lou Adams
Clinton Gayle
Addison English
Lora Langford
Bob Kuykendall
Sherli Aldridge

9:00 a.m. Traditional Service = 193
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Service = 193

Total Worship = 386
Sunday School = 175

Aldersgate volunteers serve at the Methodist Food Pantry, located at N. 1st and 
Shelton, on the second Tuesday of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free 
childcare is available. For more information call Susan Steele at 605-381-6322.

Ministry Leaders
Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415

Associate Pastor: 

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017

Finance: K. B. Woods

Music: David Wallis

Children: Alayna Brooks

     & Amber Redman

Youth/Contemporary Worship:

     Daniel Mathis

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson

Connections: Jessica Watson

Academy: Carol Rogers

Reception: Susan Acosta

Administration: Kathryn Andrews

Custodial Services: 

     Robert Sandoval

Facebook page: facebook.com/AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church
Twitter:@AldersgateABI
Instagram:@aldersgateabi

We extend our sympathy and prayers to Lou Adams and family upon the death 
of her brother, Ely Marvin, on September 16, 2015.



by Pastor Steve

We invite you to 
read Eat This Book: A 
Conversation in the Art 
of Spiritual Reading by 
Eugene H. Peterson. If 
you would like a copy, 
please call the church 
office at 672-7893, or make a note on 
the Welcome Card, and we will order 
a copy for you. The price is $15. Grace 
and Peace!
  —  Pastor Steve and Pastor Amy

  Suggested Reading

Daily Bible Readings

In the Word            

Sun:    
Mon:  
Tue:   
Wed:  
Thur:  
Fri:    
Sat:      
How sweet are your words to my taste, 
sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
                                            Psalm 119: 103

Below you will find a list of sermon 
related passages and a list of passages 
that will take you through the Bible in 
a year. Please consider reading both 
each day as we continue to grow in our 
knowledge of God’s word.  

Job 40-42
Genesis 12-15
Genesis 16-18
Genesis 19-21
Genesis 22-24
Genesis 25-26
Genesis 27-29

In the spirit of the early Methodists, we 
are inviting you to read I John in one of 
several different ways during this 
sermon series (August 30 - October 3). 
1) Read the whole book every day.  
2) Read a chapter a day for five days out
    of the week.  
3) Read the same chapter daily for a 
     week. 
Any of these options will give you deep 
exposure to the book in the Bible that 
the early Methodists believed to be 
most important.

   Sermon Passages

     Chronological Bible Readings

   My dear brothers and sisters, take note of 
this: Everyone should be quick to listen, Slow 
to speak and slow to become angry. James 1:19

       It is difficult for me to believe that I have been your pastor for 
more than five years.  When I think of those early days, particularly 
the Fall of 2010, I think of James 1:19.  This verse serves as such an 
important reminder to us about how to share healthy and strong 
relationships with each other. In those days, I often reminded you 
that I wanted to be a listener first. The primary way that I did this 
was to invite each of you over to my home in groups to ask questions 
so that I could listen to your perspectives on Aldersgate and your 
hopes and dreams for the future as we shared dessert together.     
This is one of the most important things that I have ever done in 
my ministry. Our meetings were rich and very informative to me as 
your new pastor. I consolidated and organized the notes I took from 
those meetings and began to lead our congregation prayerfully and 
deliberately as a result of what I heard.
       Five years removed from that experience, it is time to listen in 
this intentional sort of way again. This time, the church’s Futuring 
Team will be joining me in listening to you and then discerning our 
way forward as a congregation for the next five years. Please join us 
for one of our 10 Vision Huddles. (You will receive more information 
about these gatherings in the mail this week.)
     The dates and times for these Vision Huddles are as follows: 
Saturday, October 10, from 10:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.; Saturday, 
October 10, from 12:45 to 2:15 p.m.; Thursday, October 15, from 
6:30-8:00 p.m.; Saturday, October 24, from 10:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.; 
Saturday, October 24, from 12:45 to 2:15 p.m.; Sunday, October 25, 
from 3:00 to 4:30 p.m.; Sunday, November 1, from 3:00 to 4:30 p.m.; 
Thursday, November 5, from 6:30-8:00 p.m.; Saturday, November 7, 
from 10:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.; Saturday, November 7, from 12:45 to 
2:15 p.m.
      Please choose a date and sign up at the Welcome Center on 
Sunday morning, online at www.aldersgateabilene.org, or via phone 
at (325) 672-7893.  
        We want to listen to you. Grace and Peace!


